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Precautions for Day Old Fowl Pox 
Vaccination 
By P. SMETANA, B.Sc. (Agric), Poultry Branch 
DURING 1962 day old vaccination was widely adopted as a preventative measure against fowl pox. From June, 1961, until mid-June, 1962, this procedure proved to be 
highly successful, but from this date onwards a proportion of treated flocks became 
affected by breakdowns accompanied by mortality and retarded growth. In some 
cases the losses were disturbingly high. 
At first, most breakdowns could be 
traced to faulty vaccination but later in 
the season there were some breakdowns 
which could not be explained on the 
basis of technique and management. 
Despite intensive investigations into nearly 
all cases of breakdowns reported to the 
Department of Agriculture, there were a 
few instances where losses caused by vac-
cination could not be attributed to a 
definite factor. For this reason the De-
partment neither recommended nor con-
demned day old vaccination after break-
downs were experienced, but provided in-
formation on the subject and left it to the 
poultry farmer to decide, according to the 
circumstances, whether to vaccinate his 
birds at day old or to defer vaccination 
until they reached the age of 12 weeks. 
The widespread use of day old vaccina-
tion in the industry last year indicates 
that this procedure has certain advantages 
as long as the risk of losses from break-
downs, either in the form of mortality or 
stunted growth, can be overcome. 
At this stage there seems to be no 
guarantee that vaccination will be 100 per 
cent, successful, even though a large 
number of farmers experienced no extra 
losses. 
In an attempt to identify the cause of 
breakdowns in those cases where it was 
not possible to detect a definite feature 
usually associated with losses, a special 
investigation into all reported instances of 
losses will be conducted by officers of the 
Department of Agriculture. 
Poultry farmers can help by reporting 
experiences with day old fowl pox vac-
cination during the approaching chicken 
season. A special questionnaire has been 
prepared which seeks information con-
cerning various features associated with 
vaccination and farmers are urged to sup-
ply this information as accurately as 
possible to poultry extension officers. 
Information obtained in this way will 
be analysed for a possible pattern which 
could lead to recommendations for over-
coming the risk of losses which seems to 
exist at present. 
For the forthcoming chicken season, it 
appears that many farmers will revert to 
vaccination at 12 weeks of age while 
others who had successful results last year 
will continue to use day old vaccination. 
Experiences in the field together with 
special investigations and trials at the 
Poultry Research Station have resulted in 
the following list of precautions, and 
factors to be familiar with, before birds 
are vaccinated at day old against fowl pox. 
Special attention to all these items will 
help to reduce the risk of losses from 
vaccination. 
PRECAUTIONS 
(1) Healthy day old chickens only 
should be vaccinated. The pre-
sence of disease or poorly hatched 
chickens would preclude against 
day old vaccination. 
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(2) The recommended time of vac-
cination is at day old, preferably 
before the chicks are placed under 
the brooder. 
(3) Cross bred chicks seem less sus-
ceptible to a reaction from vac-
cination than pure breds. 
(4) Vaccination must be carried out 
toy a skilled operator. 
(5) Vaccination should be in the tissue 
connecting the thigh to the ab-
domen—never in the flesh. 
(6) A special single pronged needle 
should be used to ensure that 
correct levels of the vaccine are 
administered. The needles can 
be obtained with the vaccine on 
request. 
(7) Diluting the vaccine down to half 
strength has been tried but is not 
generally recommended. It ap-
pears to be effective but does not 
necessarily reduce the risk of a 
reaction. 
(8) Chicks should be handled cor-
rectly, with a minimum of added 
stress. Severe debeaking at day 
old added to the effects of vaccina-
tion may result in some reaction 
due to excessive stress. 
(9) Brooder temperatures should be 
correctly maintained, particularly 
during the first three weeks—the 
recommended temperatures are 
95° F. for the first three weeks, 
85° for the fourth week, 75° for 
the fifth week and 70° for the 
sixth week. 
(10) An antibiotic should be adminis-
tered from the eighth day after 
vaccination for a period of four 
days at full strength and a further 
four days at half strength. Treat-
ment is preferred through the 
water. 
(11) There seems to be some evidence 
that letting chicks out of the 
brooder house before three weeks 
of age can be detrimental. This is 
particularly important under poor 
range conditions and during in-
clement weather. 
(12) It appears that there is a better 
chance of success if vaccination is 
carried out in any period other 
than the three coldest months of 
June, July and August. 
(13) The vaccine is a live virus, there-
fore the toirds should not be con-
taminated in any other place but 
the site of vaccination. 
1 
DAY OLD CHICKS 
Australorp, White Leghorn, R.I. Red, New 
Hampshire, First X, Kriss Kross. 
Pullets, unsexed and cockerels. 
1961/62 Random Sample Test proved these figures. 
Hearabllity 100%. Egge laid per bird h/h basis 
201.1 In 50 weeks. Profit per bird above feed costs 
£1 15s. l id. All chicks hatched are from our own 
trapnested and progeny tested stock. 
STARTED PULLETS 
EPSOM AVENUE, REDCLIFFE. Ph. 6 5543. 
Price List on request. 
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There's 
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with the 
Yes! MORE POWER with a big 
capacity 55-h.p. diesel engine with a 
12x/2% torque rise. A five-speed 
gearbox transmits this power to the 
rear wheels equipped with 16.9 or 
18.4 x 30 tyres. 
MORE CONVENIENCE. Independent 
P.T.O. on the A-554 gives you best 
control of P.T.O. machines. Remote 
control and optional 3-pt. linkage are 
operated by engine-driven hydraulic 
pump giving "Independent" Hydraulics. 
MORE COMFORT. Power steering is 
standard and so is IH's "Custom 
Comfort" ssat — matched together 
these are two operator benefits you 
will most readily appreciate. 
Yes, there's even "More with the 
A-554"—look at its attractive styling 
and compare its price —the A-554 is 
the BIGGEST SELLER in its class 
with MORE AUSTRALIAN CONTENT 
than any other, and is the 
only tractor with an Australian 
manufactured engine. 
Arrange now for a Work-test of the 
A-554 on your property. 
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